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The Gladiolus Manual. 


By W. W. Witmorg, Jr. 
CHAPTER IX. 


Cleaning and Grading. 


-S soon as stock is dry in the fall, 
cleaning can begin. The old corm is 
removed by a re of the fore- 

finger of the right hand, while the corm is 
firmly held with the left hand. This op- 
eration can be quickly done when one 
becomes accustomed to the work. It is 
advisable in cases where large quantities 
are to be cleaned to wrap the fingers with 
adhesive tape, this = in keeping the 
fingers from getting so: 

The work should = ‘ana as follows : 
First, the stock to be cleaned is turned 
out on a sieve table of one-half in. mesh and 
then the stock is thoroughly rubbed over 
the table to separate the small corms and 
bulblets which fall through into alarge box. 
This operation also takes off the loose husk 
and any clinging soil. Care should be 
taken not to rub too severely because the 
corm is tender and must not be bruised. 
The old corm and roots are then removed 
and the clean stock is put into a large 
box or any other suitable receptacle after 
which they are graded. 

It is this part of the work with Gladioli 
where most of the mixtures occur, so 
care should be taken to always be sure 
of the name of the variety on which the 
work is being done. Look carefully for 
small corms and bulblets in boxes that 
appear empty before filling with other 
varieties ; be sure the table is clean be- 
fore starting a new variety; be doubly 
sure that every box of clean stock is 
marked with one name only and that the 
right name. 

Stock smaller than one-half to three- 
quarter inches is seldom cleaned, this 
size stock when perfectly dry will lose 
most of their roots on being rubbed over 
a one-quarter inch mesh sieve which is 
sufficient for their p 

Grading is done by means of different 
size sieves. The size are those that 
remain on a sieve with 1} inch mesh. 
Second size corms are those that stay on 
a screen with one inch mesh. Third size 
corms are those that remain on a screen 
of three-quarter inch mesh. Fourth size 
corms include the remainder except in 
cases of fifth size which is seldom sold. 
This size would be the smallest of all 
corms. 

In some cases the virgin stock, which 
is stock from bulblets or cormels, properly 


speaking, is kept separate from that of 
older corms. These are of more value 
to the grower than the older stock on ac- 
count of their greater productive qualities. 
In all cases, however, the different sizes 
are kept in separate boxes or flats for 
convenience in selling and planting as 
sizes are always planted together. 

The hard shell cormels and small corms 
which fall through the cleaning table are 
cleaned of the dirt and trash which con- 
sists of broken roots, husks, etc., by first 
sieving with a fine sieve and then fanned 
by afanning mill. There are always some 
small clods of dirt, the size of the tiny 
corms, that cannot be sieved or fanned 
out. These are of no consequence ex- 
cept in cases of sale which, if necessary, 
can be disposed of by washing. The 
corms can then be spread out on a drying 
table for a few hours, after which they 
will be as clean as the larger stock. They 
are best washed in a sieve by dashing 
up and down in a tub of water. 

The old corms and roots are thrown 
into a trash box as fast as they are re- 
moved and can be burned up in the fur- 
nace or hauled away at leisure. 

As soon as the work of cleaning is 
finished no further work is necessary ex- 
cept to get all of a variety together and 
place the small stock where it will be out 
of the way until planting time. The hard- 
shells or cormels are placed in a cool, 
damp place so as not to allow the coat to 
get hard and tough which keeps them 
from starting early when planted. In 
cases of large quantities of these cormels 
the writer has been most successful by 
packing them in gaivanized iron barrels 
made for the purpose. This keeps them 
damp; smaller quantities are packed in 
galvanized buckets, the tops being cov- 
ered so that in case of an accident they 
will not be spilled out on the floor. Smal- 
ler quantities are hard to handle. They 
should be stored in heavy paper sacks 
such as the Holland bulb growers use for 
tulips, narcissi and other bulbs. These 
sacks are tough and will stand a good 
deal of moisture without rotting. They 
can be put into these sacks and packed 
in barrels. It would not be advisable to 
follow this method unless one had these 
heavy sacks and then a provision made 
for air, because moisture will soon rot 
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the paper and the valuable stock, which 
is nearly always the case of small quanti- 
ties, be badly mixed. 

I have had experience along this line 
and can appreciate what it means to one 
when he finds that his best stock is in 
i It is always best for one 
to use his own judgment as to the best 
policy to follow, as many of us have made 
serious mistakes by following the other 
fellow’s advice. 


[ Continued next month. Chap. X—‘‘ Resting and 
Vitalizing Corms.’’]} . a: 





Fertilizer Experience 
with Gladioli. 


BY GEO. A. WHITNEY. 


In the August issue of THE MODERN 
GLADIOLUS GROWER I noticed a 
that your readers send in their opinions 
based on their experience with the various 


fertilizers. At that time I could not re- 


port on this season’s experiments but now 
I have all my bulbs dug, dried and cleaned 
and they all seem to justify the methods 
used in cultivation. 

In the home garden I do not expect 
bulbs entirely free from disease as it is 
old ground that has been cultivated con- 
tinuously for years, yet there were but few 
diseased bulbs this season. Neither do I 
expect the largest bulbs, as practically 
all of them are planted to produce seed 
or cut flowers. However, nearly all the 
bulbs dug this season from this garden 
were over one and one-fourth inch in size 
and many over two inches. 

The plot is approximately one-fortieth 
of an acre (25 ft. by 43 ft.) and on this I 
usec half a cord of old well rotted man- 
ure spaded in to the depth of a foot or 
more about two weeks before planting 
time. It was spaded again just before 
planting and about 25 pounds of pure un- 
leached hard wood ashes raked into the 
surface. In the rows I used a very little 
pulverized sheep manure (not over 10 Ibs. 
to the 100 ft. of row) which I covered 
about an inch deep. The furrows were 
eight inches deep aod about the same in 
width and the bulbs were planted in 
triple rows in order to get as many as 
possible into the limited space. The rews 
were two feet apart and the bulbs were 
covered at least seven inches deep, the 
soil being a sandy loam and underlaid by 
a fine yellow sand to a great depth, giving 
it good drainage. 

Last season I used on the same ground 
potato phosphate and bone meal, and the 
season before only manure and lime, and 
while the bulbs were satisfactory each 
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season they were larger and less diseased 
this year than ever before. One condi- 
tior:, however, may have affected this 
year’s results to as great an extent as the 
fertilizer and that is the unusual amount 
of rain. This particular plot of ground 
being in a warm and protected place and 
also well drained, the continued rains may 
have been more favorable than otherwise 
in producing good bulbs. 

At the farm, conditions are different, 
although the ground there is a sandy loam 
and well drained. It lies fully exposed to 
the sun and wind, being on a slight eleva- 
tion and sloping very gently to the south- 
east. The ground was furrowed deeply 
with a plow and old, fine manure (from 
the cow and horse stables) was scattered 
along the furrows, a large wheelbarrow 
lead to about 100 feet of furrow. This 
was covered an inch deep for bulblets and 
about two inches for bulbs. Bulbs were 
covered about six inches deep at first and 
perhaps two inches more added when 
hoeing. Bulblets were covered a good 
two inches, possibly a little deeper, and 
hoed twice, making them finally abeut 
four inches deep. Owing to the fact that 
it rained nearly every day from the second 
of July until the sixth of August the 
ground was not cultivated as much as 
was intended, but it was loosened around 
the plants several times after the two 
hoeings. At the time of the first hoeing 
a little pulverized manure was 
sprinkled among the plants (not over ten 
pounds to the hundred feet of row) and 
the dirt drawn over it. This stimulated 
them noticeably and I am convinced that 
its effect continued through the growing 
season. 

Some cut flowers and a little seed was 
produced from this field but most of the 
fiower stalks were cut as soon as they 
were fully exposed and the bulbs pro- 
duced were the largest and cleanest I 
have ever seen. I have personally sorted 
all the bulbs produced from this field 
(about 40,000) and if there is a defective 
bulb among them it has escaped my 
notice. The bulblets planted in this plot 
grew remarkably and I estimate that at 
least 75% of their product is over one-half 
inch in diameter and nearly half will go an 
inch and over. 

It is my intention to apply wood ashes 
with the barn manure next season and 
apply the sheep manure in the same man- 
ner only making two light applications 
instead of one. 


Don’t forget about planting some Gladi- 
olus seeds this year. It is worth the ex- 
pense involved. 
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MRS. AUSTIN’S TALKS FOR 
AMATEURS. 











FEBRUARY PLANS. 


Own a home. It may be a grand man- 
sion centering a vast estate, or a pretty 
suburban bungalow and its half dozen 
acres; perhaps a .cosy cottage and a gar- 
den plot in a country village; the large 
old fashioned farmhouse with its acres of 
hay and grain lands and roomy dooryard ; 
the “ just beginning” home with skimpy 
four room house and bit of land; a Gladi- 
olus ranch in the West where they are 
just learning the value of both Gladioli 
and Evergreens. No matter whether the 
home be large or small, have one of your 
very own and do not let a season go by 
without doing something to add to its 
attractiveness and make it more and 
more the home of your ideal. You will 
not only be pleasantly interested while 
doing it, but will be laying up happiness 
and contentment for your later years. 
If you think you cannot afford much out- 
lay, plant the small sizes of plants, trees 
and shrubs. They grow so fast they will 
be large before you know it. February 
is a good time to plan, especially for 
winter beauty. To be sure your land- 
scape is beautiful with its bluegray and 
white contrasts, but it looks cold and 
needs a touch of color to give it an aspect 
of warmth and cheerfulness. There is 
nothing for that particular need that can 
equal Evergreens in their various shad- 
ings and what a shelter they make for 
birds. Have you ever thought of them, 
if not, study them up right away and get 
the fever for they can be planted now 
before the spring rush is on. In planting 
small trees be sure to place them where 
it will be suitable when they are large. 
A clump may afford a suitable screen for 
your back yard, not that your back 
yard is unsightly for, of course, you 
are one of those back yard enthusi- 
asts who have blooming fiowers in place 
of the rubbish pile. The Evergreens mark 
the dividing line nicely anyway. Make 
up your group of different varieties. The 
dark green lustrous Firs, a Pine or two, 
and do not fail to have at least one Koster 
Blue Spruce, they are so beautiful in con- 
trast with the other shades of green. 
Any one who iived in Western Pennsyl- 
vania about thirty years ago will be sure 
to want a few Hemlocks so rich in ele- 
gance. Barberry shrubs allowed to grow 
in their natural graceful habit and in- 
terspersed or bordering the Evergreens 
are very attractive. The leaves are 





beautifully tinted in autumn and brighten 
the winter scene with their abundance of 
scarlet berries. At Xmas time donot buy 
a sawed off tree, but a glorious, “really, 
truly, live one,” as the children say, and 
when it is shorn of its ‘holiday splendor, 
it may be joyously planted in your yard 
where it will continue to be of increasing 
wonder and interest as the years go by. 

Besides the various flowers, plants, 
shrubs, etc., you expect to have in your 
garden, plan for a little garden furniture. 
This is something that has been beyond 
the reach of home owners of moderate 
means but of recent years such beautiful 
things have been made of concrete that 
even the humblest home may possess a 
few pieces. A garden seat in a shady 
corner, possibly near the Evergreen clump 
may be a restful nook in sunny August. 
Bird baths not only furnish comfort and 
safety to the birds but are both interest- 
ing and ornamental. And there are 
vases, and beautiful bowls, and sundials, 
and window boxes of various designs and 
at reasonable prices. 

Yes, make your plans now, for much 
of success of anything is dependent on 
plans well laid in leisure time. 

Mrs. A. H. AUSTIN. 


Change in Gladiolus 
: Growing Firms. 


G. D. Black, Independence, Iowa, writes 
us that on January Ist, 1916, his stock of 
Gladiolus bulbs was merged with the firm 
known as Black’s Seeds with headquarters 
at Albert Lea, Minn. The firm is com- 
posed of his son, Robert H. Black and 
Clarence Wedge, of Albert Lea, Minn. 
The Gladiolus stock will be managed by 
G. D. Black and handled the same as in 
the past and stock will be grown at Inde- 
pendence until Mr. Black can dispose of 
his interests there, when he expects to 
move to Albert Lea. 

The Blacks, father and son, and Clar- 
ence Wedge are sufficiently well known to 
the nursery and seed trade to insure the 
success Of the new firm and that they 
will make a strong combination there is 
no doubt. 


Wholesale Gladiolus growers report that 
the demand for first size corms is unusual 
and it is suggested that this is because 
many varieties did not make first size 
corms on account of the cold, wet season. 
The growth of Gladioli seems to have 
been very uneven during the past year. 
Some growers report fine growth and 
others defective growth, 
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Classifying Exhibitors at Flower Shows. 


A SYMPOSIUM BY WELL KNOWN AND QUALIFIED CORRESPONDENTS 
OFFERING SUGGESTIONS ON PROPER CLASSIFICATION 
OF EXHIBITORS AT FLOWER SHOWS. 


BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN. 


In the December number of this maga- 
zine Mr. Cooper sets forth in plein terms 
the real question at issue in this contro- 
versy, and the reasons why the small 
gardeners should be encouraged to exhibit 
their products at the flower shows. 

It was a timely statement, as well as 
most sane, and it was necessary, for the 
basic matter in the controversy has been 
befogged by the silly bickering over the 
application of the term “ amateur.” 

That term was chosen as a title for the 
new class simply from lack ef a better 
name, and for no other reason. We know 
now that it was an unfortunate because 
misleading choice, for there are, of 
course, many amateurs who are far re- 
moved from the small gardener class. 

Having proven our mistake why not 
abandon that class and its misleading 
title and try some other arrangement— 
something that will give to the small 
gardeners the encouragement that they 
- require and yet not offend the sensitiveness 
of that class of growers to whom Mr. 
Cooper has given the appropriate title of 
“advanced amateurs?” 

These advanced amateurs should be in 
a class by themselves for, as a rule, they 
either grow a large number of plants 
from which to select exhibition spikes, or 
they employ a professional gardener who 
adds expert knowledge to his opportunity 
for care in cultivation. The “profes- 
sionals,” so-called, cannot compete with 
these for, though they may plant bulbs 
by the acre, they cannot give the time 
that the growing of these choice spikes 
require. The small gardener—the man 
who plants only a small patch—has a 
much better chance to win prizes than 
has the man who plants acres full. Also 
the large grower—the “ professional ”— 
has little chance to win from the “ad- 
vanced amateurs,” and a class should be 
established for these “ professionals,” into 
which the amateurs should not be per- 
mitted to enter. This would do away with 
the “open” class and create three dis- 
tinct classes. Bige- 

But my readers may ask, where shall 
we draw the line between the small gar- 
deners and the advanced amateurs? We 
might fairly limit the small gardener class 
to those who planted less than five hundred 





bulbs. How shall we find out how many 
bulbs a given exhibitor plants? Accept 
his statement. 

These are intended as suggestions. I 
am not wedded to them, and will vote 
for any other plan that is fair and practic- 
able. MONTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN. 


BY MR. HENDRICKSON. 


The question of making two classes, 
Amateur and Professional in the schedule 
of the Gladiolus Society seems to be creat- 
ing quite a discussion; all the methods 
advocated have some good points in them, 
but in looking over the different ideas 
there does not seem to be any definite 
conclusion arrived at; personally, I be- 
lieve that if the schedule is made up into 
three classes it could be worked out in a 
satisfactory way, and I would make the 
classes as follows: 

Commercial Growers, 

Non-Commercial Growers and 

Open to all. 

The “Commercial Growers’” class would 
naturally include any one growing and 
selling Giadiolus bulbs through corres- 
pondence or catalogue, the “Non-Com- 
mercial Growers’” class would include 
any one growing a few in the garden or 
the man that grows a few acres of them, 
providing they are principally for his 
own pleasure; the “Open to All” class 
would, of course, allow any one to enter ; 
it seems to me that this arrangement 
would not allow any ground for any con- 
flicting entries as the “commercial grow- 
ers” would be competing against each 
other only; the “non-commercial grow- 
ers” would be competing against each 
other only, and the “open to all class” 
would take care of itself. If the man 
that grows only a few wants to enter this 
class and he is beaten by a commercial 
grower he cannot be offended even if he 
is a customer of the said commercial 
grower, as when he enters he virtually 
agrees to abide by the judges’ decision; 
as a matter of fact many of the wealthy 


amateurs can exhibit much finer stock 


than the commercial grower can for the 
reason that he buys the finest bulbs and 
gives them the utmost care and spares no 
pains or expense in getting what he wants, 
while the commercial grower who may 








BY MR. MORTON. 
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. tion that has been disturbing the American 
Gladiolus Seciety and probably the Ohio 
Society also, or they would not have taken 
the ‘step. My i . . - 
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sibly this matter will be adjusted with 
— = eS sae — ve Bn 
more fairness to exhibitors if two 
classes—possibly three—could be made, 
taking in growers in one and 
small growers in the other. It is well 
known to those who have attended 
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shows in recent years that it is just 
as possible for an amateur who is a large 
grower to take a prize away from a pro- 
fessional as it is the other way, perhaps 
more so. This is due to the fact that 
some of the amateurs put much more 
care into growing good flowers than most 
of the professionals. It is also due to the 
fact that the largest number of profes- 
sionals are amateurs in reality, very few 
devoting their whole energy to this crop 
but growing it as a side issue. Hence 
peregeny are divided _ — = 
one of large growers w e big dis- 
plays, showing a large number of each 
kind, and a second class of those who ex- 
hibit 2 few spikes of each kind. 

It is true that this would appear to 
work against a professional who desired 
to —? = — but —— — — 
appoin society ve 
power to decide who was a large grower 
and who a small one. And this leads to 
the possibility of a third class which would 
have to be an open class but which would 
contain only exhibits of a limited number 
of spikes. The best new seedling might 
be produced by an amateur and if it was 
better than that of any professional he 
would prefer to have it in competition 
with every thing. Limiting the spikes 
would allow any amateur to compete with 
the best professional alive and a person 
having but a hundred bulbs might take 
a prize over the largest grower known. 

In a nutshell, the professional and big 
growers among the amateurs are needed 
to furnish the big things in a show, the 
small grower must have a chance to com- 
pete with others of his classand they both 
must have a chance to meet on common 
grounds in matters of new varieties and 
choice blooms of well known varieties. 
Just how this can be figured out it is hard 
to say but it is hoped that some of the 
more experienced members of the society 
will be able to work out a scheme. 

FRANK S. Morton. 


American Gladiolus Society. 

The Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
ciety has agreed to hold the annual 
show of The American Gladiolus Society 
in ‘connection with the annual August 
exhibition of the M. H. S., Aug. 11th, 12th 
and 13th, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 

i $400 in prizes. Secretary 
Youell states ma he hopes —— 
preliminary prize list early in ary 
and a liberal donation of prizes is looked 
for. The Boston show next August will 


certainly be a big one. 
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Gladiolus Mixtures. 


The growing of Gladioli in mixtures 
has been sneered at by commercial grow- 
ers to some extent with the inference that 
a person who grows Gladioli in mixture 
is not worthy of serious consideration as 
an advanced grower. In the December 
issue, A. E. Kunderd writes on “The 
Gladiolus in Mixture,” as a title, and 
recommends the practice where intelli- 
gently foliowed out. In the January issue 
Henry Field mentions mixtures especially 
and says that he takes more pleasure in 
them than he does in the named sorts. 
When two men like Kunderd and Field 
recommend growing Gladioli in mixture 
it certainly means something and we beg 
to give our small weight of testimony to 
the same effect. Although we grow 
Gladioli under name and it is, of course, 
necessary that they should be grown in 
this way to give the most satisfaction, 
yet the mixtures are a source of great 
satisfaction in themselves, and the grower 
who does not plant a good lot of corms 
in mixture loses a part of the pleasure of 
growing Gladioli. Furthermore, the great 
majority of small growers find it much 
more convenient, more simple and easier 
to grow in mixture than to keep the 
varieties separate and labeled, and who 
shall say that they do not derive as much 
pleasure from it? MADISON COOPER. 





Dividing Gladiolus Corms. 


It would appear that the suggestion of 
Mr. Crane in our Wayside Ramblings De- 
partment this month would be a useful 
one for a rapid increasing of new and 
valuable varieties or to increase the 
vitality of old corms. When a corm is 
divided in this way and each piece planted 
separately it gives greater strength to 
each eye as the roots of each separate 
piece have a greater area from which to 
obtain nourishment. This it would seem, 
is the reason why dividing corms leads to 
their rapid increase. Observant growers 
have noted that when large or old corms 
are pianted in a very fertile soil that 
there is great tendency to throw several 
stalks whereas in a less fertile soil only 
one or two would grow. 


Some very radical culling of seedlings 
must be done in the next few years as 
there are many new seedlings being in- 
troduced by many different growers. 
Those who grow from seed should not 
introduce or attempt to show varieties 
which have not positive merit over well 
known sorts already introduced and -no 
grower who is not already familiar with 
the best varieties in commerce should con- 
sider himself qualified to pass on the 
merits of new varieties. Those who are 
inexperienced and attempt to introduce 
mediocre stock will naturally meet with 
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the failure which such an effort deserves. 
We sound this warning for the benefit of 
the trade at large and especially for the 
benefit of a large number of rather inex- 
perienced growers who are growing from 
seed and who are nct well qualified to 
judge of the merits of varieties on ac- 
count of their lack of familiarity with the 
best types and varieties already intro- 


duced. 
MADISON COOPER. 


We believe that it is generally agreed 
that the “wings” of Gladiolus seed should 
not be removed from the seed in prepar- 
ing it for planting. It is not only a slow 
and disagreeable job, but may prove actu- 
ally harmful to the seed by bruising the 
tender skin covering the seed itself. The 
shelling of the seed from the pods is a 
rather slow task and it takes patience, 
and certainly the rubbing of the wings 
from the seed is a much worse job. The 
seed is a little easier to plant and handle 
in this condition, but there is no other 
advantage in it. 


Gladiolus—“ Lily Lehmann.” 


{ Subject of illustration on front cover page.) 





This very distinctive white variety origi- 
hated in Europe. It has been given a 
first class certificate and has attracted 
considerable attention wherever shown. 
It may be described as an ivory white 
with the tips of the petals suffused with 
delicate pink or rose color. It is shaped 
somewhat like a lily and the very dis- 
tinctive form of the flower with its fine 
color, are sufficient to make it worthy of 
a place in any garden. The spike is of 
medium length, and it commonly cpens 
several flowers at one time. Its habit of 
growth is strong for a white variety and 
when well grown the blooms are large. 

We are not well posted on the origin 
and naming of Lily Lehmann, but it is as- 
sumed that it is of German origin and 
that it was named for the celebrated Ger- 
man prima donna and vocal teacher, 
whose queenly and stately personality it 
is supposed to resemble. 


Have your plans made as to just where 
you are going to plant your different 
varieties; also figure out the time as 
nearly as you can. 
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Humus. 


The old time gardener seldom made up 
a potting compost without the addition of 
leaf mold, he had been taught by genera- 
tions of experience, it was a valuable 
substance to add to his potting soil. While 
he may have beenignorant of its chemical 
effects, he knew the physical effects of 
keeping the soil open by keeping the 
particles of sand and clay asunder, thus 
improving its aeration and porosity. 

Experience also taught him, that it is 
“hungry stuff” and that with the excep- 
tion of some plants, such as ferns; few 
plants would do their best in it. 

Among the laymen, the common error 
was and is still prevalent that humus or 
leaf soil is rich in plant foods, but the 
practitioner knows better. It does, how- 
ever, perform important functions in the 
soil in addition to the physical ones of 
keeping it open, retaining heat, and hold- 
ing moisture. 

The decaying leaves are a medium for 
the existence of certain fungi which are 
very beneficial to the growth of certain 
plants, notably the Heaths, Conifers, 
Beeches, Chestnuts, etc. The fungal 
threads or filaments can readily be seen 
investing the roots of these plants, and 
are only present when they are in 
gocd healthy condition. It has been sug- 

that the true cause of the Chest- 
nut Blight is really due to the loss of 
humus and the attendant beneficial fungi. 
When one stops to consider how entirely 
changed are the conditions now from 
what they were when the chestnut forests 
were in their prime, the suggestion does 
not appear so unreasonable, perhaps in 
time the scientists will prove it to be 
actually the case that the blight could 
never have made headway, if the humus 
could have been conserved. 

The forest fire, and the baring of the 
whole country of growth not immediately 
useful to man, has undoubtedly upset the 
balance of nature, results of which are 
sure to be far reaching and not altogether 
to our profit—The National Nurseryman. 





One of our subscribers in San Gabriel, 
California, reports that during a heavy 
frost the second week in January that 
Gladioli which were coming through the 
ground were not injured. The tempera- 
ture went to 29°F. and remained stationary 
nearly all night. Tender plants were all 
badly damaged and the orange people all 
used their smudge pots. The hardiness 
of Gladioli is only one of its many good 
qualities. 
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I commenced to plant the corms May 
16 and finished within a week. 
D. C. Lewis, (New Jersey.) 


PLANTING CORMELS IN THE FALL. 


I have been told to plant the bulblets 
in the fail and let them stay in the ground 
over winter as they will be more likely to 

w, and that freezing did not hurt 
bulblets at all. This was newstome. I 
am going to plant a lot of bulblets of 
Independence this fall and protect them 
with a cover of leaves or strawy manure 
to try it. Would be glad to have the ex- 
perience of any one who has attempted 
to do anything along this line. 

B. F. STALNAKER. 
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SALT FOR CUTWORMS. 


When I purchased the home I now oc- 
cupy (three years ago) I found the garden 
plot in a good state of cultivation and 
fairly free from weeds. However, in the 
spring when I planted it I found a good 
many white grubs in the ground and 
when my plants began to come up I soon 

that there was also a plentiful 
supply of cutworms. It was a continual 
fight through the spring to save my plants 
but in spite of that I had a fairly success- 
ful season. 


The following spring I got eight quarts 
of coarse salt and sprinkled it as evenly 
as possible over ae ground about the 
time the snow was gone, leaving it to be 
dissolved and carried into the earth by the 
rains. In the two seasons which have 
followed I have only lost three plants by 
cutworms (did not lose any the first 
poe and I have not seen a single white 


grul 

At the rate I used the salt it would re- 
quire about ten bushels per acre, but I 
think possibly less would be as effective. 
As there were evidently a few cutworms 
getting into the ground this year, I shall 
salt it again the coming spring, but shall 
use about six quarts and see if it will be 
sufficient. 

I have never seen this rernedy suggested 
although it may be known to others. 

Gero. A. WHITNEY. 





A ROTARY CLUB SUGGESTION. 


I am the “Farmer” member of the 
Louisville Rotary Club. In April last, we 
had what we called a “ Ladies Night,” and 
a great many of the members donated sou- 
venirs as presents to the ladies. These 
we put into a basket and each lady was 
presented with one. My contribution was 
one Gladiolus bulb to each lady and they 
seemed to be very much appreciated, and 
a great many of the ladies told me how 
much they enjoyed it. I am writing you 
this as it may interest you, and if you see 
fit to publish it some other Rotarian may 
do the same thing and help to — 
and popularize the flower. H. H. 





AMATEURS VS. PROFESSIONALS, 


I do not see why just “amateurs” should 
be put in competition with the profes- 
sional gardeners employed by millionaires 
who can have everything they want to 
get the best results. Why isn’t such a 
gardener just as much a professional as 
one who sells flowers over 2 





ORIGIN OF VARIETIES. 


Answering Mr. Stalnaker’s query in the 
December issue : 

Heliotrope, Azure, Jane Dieulafoy, Char- 
lemagne, Deuil de Carnot, La Verrier. Or- 
iginated by V. Lemoine & Son, Nancy, 
France. 

Armenian, Florence, Astarte, La Comete, 
Desdemone, originated by Vilmorin, An- 
drieux & Co., 4 Quai de la Megisserie, 
Paris, France. 

Daytona, Lavandula, Arthur Cowee, 
Berlin, N. Y. 


Empire, a Groff hybrid, which can prob- 
ably be furnished by Mr. Cowee. 

Gretchen Zang, A. H. ‘Austin ( Co. Way- 
land, Ohio. F. S. M. 





DIVIDING GLADIOLUS CORMS BEFORE 
PLANTING. 


I wonder if many amateurs know that 
large corms can be cut into as many pieces 
as there are eyes and each one produce 
a flower stalk. Care should be taken to 
leave a section of the root circle with 
each eye. I have experimented with a 
few dozen corms this year and found that 
those which were divided carefully in 
this way produce equally as good flowers 
and as good new corms as when the 
whole corms were planted. When the 
whole corms are planted it appears many 
times that only the center portion or eye 
throws up a stalk. When divided or cut 
each eye and its portion of the corm will 
grow and produce a stalk. 

LESLIE CRANE. 


“THE BEST TEN.” 


No two persons are likely to choose the 
same ten, for there is no standard by 
which to reckon an exact decision, and 
the choice will be guided solely -by indi- 
vidual preference. My preference would 
give the leadership to the following : 

Loveliness, Prince 
a 
ton, Rajah, ‘Schwaben, Myrtie. 

But there are numerous others that 


rank close to these leaders : 
Gretchen La Tri Pink Perfection, 
Lily Lehmann, ¥ Giary. hite yy Faerie, 


Mary oy Tennent jews He: Summer Beauty, Montana, 

And that is not near the whole of our 
extremely beautiful Gladioli, and the 
coming shows of next summer will no 
doubt reveal many new queens to be. It 
is probable that the exhibition at Boston 
will together an array of Gladioli 
of such real magnificence as the world has 
never seen before. 

MONTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN. 
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THE TEN BEST. 
To THE Eprror :—- 


Pursuant to your request for more 
opinions in your magazine of the ten best 
Gladioli, I wish to amend this suggestion 
and make it a dozen, and a baker’s dozen 
at that. I submit the following varieties 
after the most careful study and com- 
parison. I would change this list some- 
what if price was no object, but I aim to 
name only varieties that are moderate to 
very moderate in price. This does not 
mean that any of them are mediocre. 
They are all of the highest order of merit 
as regards color, size of flower, good 
growing qualities and many of them 
multiply by division. (Some of these 
varieties are the very finest in commerce.) 
The following varieties I consider the 
best: Glory of Holland, Peace, America, 
Mrs. Frank Pendleton, Attraction, Ophir, 
Niagara, = Francis King, Velvet — 
Princeps, I: lence, Rose Queen and 
Fairy. H. W. GROSCHNER. 


Connecticut Fair Awards. 


Sorry to say there were several errors 
in the list of prize winners at the Connecti- 
cut Fair held at Charter Oak Park, Hart- 
ford, Ct., September 6 to 11, 1915, as given 
me by the Secretary of the Fair Associa- 
tion and as published in the January 
issue of THE MODERN GLADIOLUS GROW- 
ER. The following is correct: 


WEEBER & Don, Chambers St., New York. 


For best display of Primulinus Hybrids, $5. Won 
by Clark W. Brown, Ashland. land, Mass. 


JacoB THOMANN & SONs, Rochester, N.Y. 


For best 6 spikes of w bt variety—lst i prise 
$5, won by Clark W. and 
2nd prize 25 bulbs of } ed White, won by 


E. M. Smith, East Hartford, Conn, 


C. BETSCHER, Canal Dover, Ohio. 


tad best collection of 5 varieties, 6 spikes each, 

oret pee, 6 bulbs of Primulinus Species, won 

18 bulbs Brown, Ashland, Mass.; 2nd prize, 

10 bulbs of Primulinus Species, won by E. M. 
Smith, East Hartford, Conn. 


J. M. ADAMs. 


We have done considerable talking 
about wood ashes as a suitable fertilizer 
for Gladioli and the more experience we 
have with them the better we are pleased. 
It seems that the chemical elements of 
wood ashes form a pretty, perfectly bal- 
anced chemical fertilizer for Gladioli ex- 
cept, of course, the lack of nitrogen which 
may be secured from well rotted manure. 
The charcoal which is usually present in 
ashes to a considerable extent is helpful 
as a preventative of disease. 
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H. H. Groff.* 


A Sketch of his Horticultural Labors. 


HYBRIDIZING THE GLADIOLUS. 


Mr. Gfoff’s principal work in horti- 


culture has been with the Gladiolus. He 


has for the past 25 years been hybrid- 


falo. Simcoe is only about 75 miles from 
Buffalo so Mr. Groff was able to display 
his flowers there under extra good con- 
ditions and they were a revelation to 
flower lovers. The Gladiolus had been 





H. H. GROFF, 


izing this flower and with such success 
that Groff’s hybrids are known the world’ 
over. They attracted attention in this | 
country when he made exhibits of them 
at the Pan American Exposition at Buf- ; 
*By Frank S. Morton, in Portland Sunday 


Telegram. 
\! 


L. 


principally known by the old fashioned 
flower which is not especially attractive 
but Mr. Groff had at that time succeeded 
in cross breeding to such an extent that 
colors and color combinations never be- 
fore believed possible were exhibited and 
the interest in the Gladiolus was greatly 
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stimulated. The number of medals and 
prizes he has won since then has been 
many, including Pan-American gold rer 
grand prize at World’s Fair, St. Loui 

gold medal at Jamestown Texconenniel. 
gold medal at the Alaska-Yukon Exposi- 
tion, and at floral and horticultural ex- 
positions all over this country and Canada. 


BANKER BY PROFESSION. 


Mr. Groff, who by the way is a banker 
by profession, is aman in the prime of life, 
full of energy and initiative, keen of ob- 
servation and of movement. In 


more strongly to the imagination than 
work on animate life, I abandoned the 
latter, and to the exclusion of almost every 
other interest, confined my activity to one 
plant, the Gladiolus, with such an effect 
that for about 25 years I have missed 
very few days during the breeding sea- 
son. | first did some work with the canna 
but found that our seasons were too short 
and that frosts came so early that I was 
not able to mature the plants properly. 
So I took up the Gladiolus which at that 
time Europe had been at work on for 100 
years but had only broken ground. Their 
varieties lacked vitality, reproductive pow- 
ers and adaptability to changed condi- 
tions, and my first werk covered a complete 
series of violent outcrosses in which every 
section was made use of to bring the 
desirable features possessed by each, un- 
der control for transmission in cross 
breeding. From the foundation work of 
the first years, by the aid of selected 
types as sires, according to the practice 
of animal breeders, has this control been 
handed down with continuous yearly pro- 
gression to the present time.” 


SECURED WILD SPECIES. 


In the early days of cross breeding, Mr. 
Groff as many of the wild species 
as possible (there are probably 150 Varie- 

-ties that grow wild, principally in Africa) 
and used the pollen in his work, but his 
advice to the present hybridist is to dis- 
card these species as far as possible, the 
only exception being the possession by 
one of them of some peculiarity that 
would improve the present race by trans- 
mission to it. Breeding from these wild 
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varieties he considers of little practical 
value now, as the further the removal 
from their many objectionable features, 
the better, and when by proper selection 
their best qualities can be controlled and 
applied according to knowledge and dis- 
cretion. His rule for plant breeding, 
illustrated by his work on the Gladiolus of 
which he has produced probably a million 
new hybrids, is to multiply types, using 

ial proven selections as sires, on the 
lines of practice cif successful animal 
breeders. Select and develop domestic 
races and sections of such high quality, 
vitality and general adaptability that their 
progeny will be produced in quantity of 
the highest possible ratio. 


WORKS IN COLOR SECTIONS. 


Mr. Groff has carried his work along 
largely in color sections. The reds and 
dark colored ones shading on red are in 
aclass by themselves and it is this very 
class that some of his best work was 
done, althovgh when he began, reds were 
not considered very desirable. But he 
has produced reds of which one spike 
of six flowers measured one foot by two 
and with color shade proportionately 
startling. Work in recent years has been 
confined largely to light shades to suit the 
florists’ demands, the latest work being 
on yellows, using the bright colored variety 
brought from Africa several years ago by 
the builders of the big bridge over the 
Zambesi Falis. Blues have also been 
worked up to considerable perfection, al- 
though, as a rule, they do not grow as 
large as the other colors. Mr. Groff has 
produced some very fine ones, however, 
and a strange thing about it is that some 
of his best blues come from a wild variety 
that is decidedly terra cotta in general 
appearance but which has a bluish sheen 
which has been separatedi out to give 
other varieties from a deep blue to the 
lightest lavender. His varieties are all, 
as a rule, of eyceptionally fine vigor and 
growth with a full and complete range of 
colors. He has given names to but very 
few, proportionately, the following being 
among those best known : 


BEST KNOWN VARIETIES. 


Peace is the best ail around white yet 
produced. It is not a pure white as it has 
a touch of lilac in the throat, and when 
left to bloom in the sun the petals are 
slightly stained. But the general -effect 
is white and it has few of the failings of 
the white varieties in general. It has 


broad, heavy foliage of rich green, erect 
and vigorous habit of growth, and gives 
evidence of vigor and constitution seldom 
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seen in light colored hy»rids. There are 
many whites, but few which combine so 
many valuable qualities as Peace. 

War is a companion to Peace and grows 
sometimes six feet high. The color is 
blood red shaded to crimson black. It 
blooms at the same time as its companion, 
Peace, and is one of the most striking 
flowers grown. The spike is long. and 
straight and the color so startling in its 
vividness that a bouquet of them is a 
sight worth seeing. 

Along in the same type with War are sev- 
eral red varieties that vary in size and 
shading, Empire being 1a crimson scarlet 
with a small white lime on its inferior 
petals; Dominion, which resembles Empire 
only the color is more intense, and Ma- 
jestic, a huge crimson. 

Dawn is a straight and strong plant 
with flowers of a delicate salmon 
to white when bloomed inside, a small 
claret stain on the inferior petals. 

Evolution has spike: of vinelike char- 
acter and is a delicate nose shaded darker. 
A vase filled with this wariety presents an 
original and impressive effect and owing 
to the vinelike character of the spike will 
produce a decoration fully two feet in 
diameter, at once graceful and attractive. 
Evolutions Perfectus is ‘an improved form 
with an increased attractiveness of flower, 
a large, round salmon, at times blotched 
white. 

Blue Jay is one of Mr. Groff’s most 
valuable varieties and the best in the 
bluish section to be offered by anyone. 
Its colors and markings» of white and blue 
have a striking resemblance to the beau- 
tiful bird for which it has been named. 
Blue Jay is acknowledged to be the bluest 
of blues yet to be offered, but as yet a 
true blue has not been produced. Those 
known as blues are more of aviolet shade. 

LaLuna is appropriately named as the 
buds are of a yellowis' tinge resembling 
the color of the moor #s it rises above the 
horizon. As they open, however, the 
flowers turn to a glistening white, like its 
namesake as it rises ix the sky. 





Owing to illness, Mr. Wilmore did not 
get (Chapter IX of “The Gladiolus Man- 
ual” to us in time for the January issue, 
but he is on the roa to recovery now 
and we expect there: will be no further 
delay in the completion of the manu- 
script for the excellent work he is en- 
gaged on. 


It should be remem dered that the postal 
regulations do not allow the sending of 
publications entered as second class mat- 
ter after the subscription period expires. 
Send your renewal promptly. 


=_ Catalogues and Price Lists. 


Wright, 1906 Smith St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

— ni an is 16 pric lat ot, Gladioiee La 

r. Wri varieties 

and lists some of these which are not listed else- 

where. He also has some other special varieties 
that are interesting. 





C. Keur & Sons, Hillegom, Holigad have out a 
yo x pee “ee — what they call “Main Varieties 
be embrace the jest Aumerican 
er = many of the foreign special- 

yg ey also list other bulbs, roots and piants. 





deGroat & Stewart, Bath, Steuben Co., New 
York have issued their 1$16 retail catalogue. "They 
list a selection of the st: varieties together 
with several specialties. 





a r+ ae usual fruits, flowers, trees 


Joe Coleman. fagien, Obie is sending out his 
Cultural Guide 3 19 Some of the best new 
varieties are illustrated and in addition to Gladioli, 
Dahlias and other flowering plants are listed. 
Some helpful cultura! suggestions are also given. 


E. E. Stewart, B: a ¢ Mich. has ready his 
wholesale list for 1916. very choice and com- 
plete selection of varieties is given. Also the 

color sections and mixtures are well covered. 


Cushman Gladiolus Co., Sylvania, Ohio. Whole- 
sale price list for 1916. ’A selection of stand 
varieties togethcr with a few aqoetaition are listed. 


Through the courtesy of Bruce Butter- 
ton, head gardener for the estate of 
Edward T. Berwind, Newport, R. L., sev- 
eral members of The American Gladiolus 
Society who attended the Newport show 
last August were given an exceptional 
treat in the way of a walk through the 
grounds of this famous estate. The Ber- 
wind estate has been described many 
times in various publications and is re- 
garded as a classic in gardening. We 
will not attempt, nor could we if we 
would, do justice in the way of a descrip- 
tion of what was seen on this little jaunt. 
Sufficient it is to say that the beauty of 
the grounds is not of the obtrusive kind, 
but rather of a dignified and classic style. 
The premises are very carefully kept and 
the thoroughness of the work gives ample: 
testimony to the twenty-three years’ ser- 
vice of Mr. Butterton. 





All desiring to offe: premiums for dis- 
plays in various classes of Giadioli for 





‘Connecticut Fair at Charter Oak Park, 


Hartford, Conn., next September, should 
send offers as soon as possible to J. M. 
Adams, care Hartford Times, Hartford, 
Conn. 
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The Gladiolus on the Film Stage. 


Arthur Cowee’s Gladiolus farm at Ber- 
lin, N. Y., was made the setting for a 
real Gladiolus play in moving pictures. 
The name of the heroine appropriately 
enough is “Gladiola.” As usual it is a 
love story with the rustic suitor, the city 
suitor, touches of city life, etc. The Edi- 
son Company are responsible for this 





A Gladiolas Staging with the Real Artistic}Touch. 


Son of A. B. deGroat of deGroat & Stewart, Bath, N.Y. 
in the photograph are Panama and Mrs. Frank Pendleton. Directly behind 
M de Groat is America. At his left is Charlemagne and Mrs. Francis 


King. The white one that he is holding in his hand and those at his feet 


on both the right and left are Europa. 


production and those who are interested 
in helping to popularize the Gladiolus 
would do well to ask their local “movie” 

theater to stage “Gladiola.” It may be 
had through the General Film Co., New 
York, and other large cities. Those who 
have seen the play speak highly of it and 
these who are espewially interested in 
Gladioli, or flowers in general for that 
matter, would doubtless be equally well 
pleased. 
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Hardy Gladioli. 


I was surprised to see that Gladiolus 
byzantinus is in some places uncertain. 
With me it grows like a weed, a single 
bulb increasing with no more attention 
than the removal of weeds into a good- 
sized clump in the course cf two or three 
years. It is, however, the only member 
of the family that is reliabie with me— 
that isto say, as re- 
gards the power to 
withstand our uncer- 
tain winter climate. 
I have tried The 
Bride, Rosy Gem, and 
some other haif- 
dozen kinds, but it al- 
ways ended in the 
same way—a loss of 
vitality, which re- 
duced their decora- 
tive power to im- 
potence. I live 20 
miles south of Lon- 
don, and havea light 
soil to deal with, and 
yet Icannot get these 
Gladioli to flourish 
permanently. It is 
excess of moisture 
in combination with 
extreme cold that 
cripples. Much, I 
shculd say, depends 
on altitude. With me 
the water is at times 
within a foot of the 
surface, but where 
the drainage is very 
free and a nice shelt- 
ered position near 
evergreens can be 
had, there should be 
a fair prospect of suc- 
cess. Covering with 
Fern or litter can, of 
course, be done, but 
we have such a 
wealth of beautiful 
things that are welli 
able to bear the cli- 
matic changes of this 
country that it is hardly worth while to 
trouble much with such as need protection 
in very cold weather. That beautiful 
variety The Bride is admirable grown 
under glass and in pots or planted out in 
frames or in a cool-house yields a rich 
reward for labor expended, but only in 
very favoured districts can it be relied on 
in the open ground.— Gardening Illustrated, 
London, England. 


At the left 
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{ This department of THE MopEeRN GLADIGLUS GROWER is intended to be one of its most hripful and 
valuable features. All quesitiwns asked in good faith and which are of general interest will hawe careful 
attention. The full name and address of the writer must be given, but not for publication.}--Eprror. 





Soaking Cormels before Planting. 


To THE EDITOR :— 

What do you think of the practice of soaking 
bulblets to start germination when planting in the 
spring and what course do you consider best in 
reference to the heat of the water and the ng 
of time to soak them? R.M 


Answer :—Soaking seems to be the gen- 
eral practice with some: growers, and we 
believe that it is good practice, too. It, 
of course, complicates the work of plant- 
ing somewhat, taking extra time and 
care. One grower that we know of had 
the misfortune to boil »bulblets of a valu- 
able variety which, of course, killed their 
power to germinate, but this was purely 
accidental. Our idea of temperature for 
water in which to soak the bulblets is 
that it should not he any more than 
“hand warm,” that is, about as warm as 
you can bear your hand in and for the 
length of time, a matter of 10 to 24 hours. 
Bulblets of different varieties might need 
different treatment. We have never prac- 
ticed the soaking of buiblets owing to 
difficulty of keeping the varieties separ- 
ate, etc., but from what other growers 
have told us, there is mo doubt but what 
it will increase the percentage of germi- 
nation materially. Where the quantity 
of bulblets or the number of varieties is 
not too great, we would recommend the 
practice. Additional suggestions and ex- 
act information is solicited. 


Identity of I Intensity and Vivid. 
To THE EDITOR :— 

In the August issue oi your valued journal, I 
find illustrated and described Gladiolus Intensity, 
which is said to be one of ‘Groff’s hybrids, and is 
described as follows: “‘The color is a rich, light 
scarlet, the three lower petals being spotted 
with white, with a deep scarlet vein through 
the centre.” I am growing a variety under this 
name, received from 2 London firm of good 
standing, which does nct answer the above de- 
scription, but corresponcis to intensity of Messrs. 
Campbell Bros., of Simcewe, Ontario, who have 
taken over the commercial side of Mr. Groff's 
work. Their description is: “A new and desirable 
type of solid color, a rich, velvety purple.” Can 








you solve the puzzle? Are there two /ntensities, 
both raised by Groff ? Scott Morrison. 
Answer :—Referring to the query from 
Mr. Scott Morrison, in connection with 
which would say that the variety -called 
Intensity and described by Mes. rs. Camp- 
bell Bros. of Simcoe, is one which was 
originally given that name by Mir. H. H. 
Groff, who, after learning that | had al- 
ready used the name Intensity, awthorized 
me to change the name of his variety to 
that of Vivid, and you will find this variety 
described on page 11 of my 1915 illustrated 
catalogue. Undoubtedly the London firm 
referred to purchased some of the variety 
Vivid in the year it bore the mame Jn- 
tensity. Am quite sure that both Mr. 
Groff and Campbell Bros. now list this 
variety as Vivid. ARTHUE: COWEE. 


Forcing Gladioli. 
To THE EpiTor:— 

Will you kindly give me some points on forcing 
Gladioli, such varieties as America and Augusta : 
Do they require to be potted and then planted on 
bench? H. B. M., 5 

Answer :—The varieties of Glariioli men- 
tioned, and others belonging to the same 
class may be planted directly in the 
benches or beds in rows across the bench 
or bed about 10” or 12” apart, and the 
bulbs 4” to 6” apart in the row. When 
the bulbs have grown to that point that 
they develop their flower stalks, the plants 
will need to be supported in some way so 
that the flower stalks will be kept erect 
and will be, therefore, straight when cut. 
—Florists’ Exchange. 


Caring for and | Planting Cormels. 
To THE Ep:Tor :— 

Will you give me directions as to the 
winter care of the little t bulbiets and also how to 
plant same? F. W. B. 

Answer :— Quite complete information 
can be had in the back issues of THE 
MopERN GLADIOLUS GROWER. Bound 
Volumes No. 1 and 2 postpaid cost but $2. 
All the matter is quickly accessible by 
means of a carefully compiled index. 
Quantities of facts and information are 
contained in these volumes. 
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Anticipation. opportunity of meeting and talking with 

Mrs. Francis King who is always so 

Now we are looking forward to the enthusiastic over ail kinds of flowers. 


America. creamy of Niagara 
blending with the deep of Baron 
Hulot, the velvety dark of Cracker 


Jack with the lovely orchid 
Pendleton and many others; then later, 
War, the deep blood red, towering in its 
regal splendor four fieet high beside the 
soft silvery white of Peace. There is no 
flower which gives such rich returns 
with so little care. From early July till 
frost it is one Glad. time. 
Mrs. F. T. BRUNK. 


The Fall Flower Shows. 


It was my good fortune to attend the 
Flower Shows held im Chicago and Cleve- 
land in November and as I had such a 
delightful time I feel like saying some- 
thing about it. 

The Chicago Show opened first and it 
consisted of fine exhibits of Chrysanthe- 
mums, Roses, Carnations and many other 
flowers and ornamental plants, but the 
thing that delighted me most of all was a 
large vase of Gladioli exhibited by Weiland 
& Rich, Evanston, Ill. They were of the 
Kunderdi type and I took particular pains 
to see what attention (sladioli would attract 
exhibited at this time of the year in com- 
petition with such popular flowers as the 
Rose, Chrysanthemuim and Carnation and 
I was very much pleased to see that they 
were the object of a great deal of interest, 
and convinced me more than ever before 
of the possibilities of the Gladiolus, and I 
am sure that if it would be possible to 
make an extensive exhibit of fine flowers 
in the month of November when people 
feel like attending Flower Shows it would 
be one of the greatest boons to our 
favorite flower possible, and I believe that 
we could prove Gladioli stand right in the 
front rank with the above named flowers. 
After seeing the Show in Chicago two 
days I went on to the Cleveland Show 
which was a very extensive one and com- 
pared favorably with any Flower Show 
ever given in this country, and while there 
were no Gladioli on exhibition it certainly 
gave me much pleasure to meet so many 
of my old friends from all over Ohio con- 
nected with the growing of Gladioli. It 
was as interesting as ever to talk with 
Mr. Matthew Crawiiord and his son Mr. 
N. L. Crawford, Mr. and Mrs. Austin, Mr. 
Alford, Mr. Bidwell, Mr. Coleman, Mr. 
Betscher, Mr. Gates, Mr. Christy and Mr. 
Stewart, and then again to have the 


Meeting these many friends, together 
with the improved outlook for better 
business conditions made this one of the 
most delightful trips I have ever taken. 
It is a satisfaction to me at least to know 
that there seems to be such good fellow- 
ship among the people in our line of busi- 
ness and while everyone is anxious to do 
all the business possible there does aot 
seem to be any spirit of petty jealousy, 
especially among the growers, and each 
one seems willing te give the other the 
benefit of his experience. 
I. S. HENDRICKSON. 

Bound Volumes I and II of THE Mop- 
ERN GLADIOLUS GROWER are available at 
a cost of $1.00 each postpaid. Order 
from this office. 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. 


Growers having surplus sesh Se acts, oll ed 
effective in disposing of it. 
lines (about words) $1.00 per insertion. 
ditional lines 15c. each. 





WE 5 have 0 S0p0 Pia: Pertoction. 10,000 Lily Leh- 
and 8,000 Glory of Holland 1% inch and 
up. "Write for low wholesale ices. Also 60 
other varieties. VANTIL-HARTMAN, Hillegom, 
potions. C Care P. C. Kuyper, Broadway 10-12, 
ew Yo 


WISCONSIN owe Gladiolus bulbs, are sup- 
erior in ity, owing to soil and climate— 
75 cents per 100 for over stock of Ist size choice 
varieties, prepaid post- 
price and our catalogue. 
laire, Wis. 





y a 
age. Write = quanti 
Lincoln Gardens, Eau 


E. KIRCHHOFF CO., Pembroke, N. Y., 

growers of the finest Gladioli, such as 
Pendleton iagara, Pink Perfection, 
Europa, Mrs. Fryer, War, Sng etc. Corres- 
pondence solici' 








OUR nou will buy more hf. pres and 
-75 best mixed Gladioli _ panpee. 


PAUL L.WA) 





GLADIOLUS BULBS— Will sell = surplus bulbs 
at 25c. per doz. or $1.50 per 100, these inciude all 
varieties as America, Scarsdale, uty and 
seedlings. “Also 6 varieties 3 .——-¥ 25c. 


gereen Gloves 20c. 
A’ LECRIE 4512 No Rating Av Chiesa Tit 


OMETHING new in em 9 Price list for 
your address on a postal card. F. M. HINE, 
Waverly, N.Y. 








DApora Grown Gladioli. Large, healthy bulbs 
per_100, some more, come less. Azure, 
Hollandi, Golden Queen, 


t Brenceiopenas, Baby 
others. Also, forge Garlic bulbs. 
Sioux Falls, S. D. 


ndependence, 
a and twenty 
_X.WALLNER, 











— 





The Gardeners’ Chrome is the official organ 
of the National Association of Gardeners, and the 
American Association of Park § itendents. 

$1.50 a year 


THE CHRONICLE aera INC. 
286 Fifth Ave.,, New York, N.Y. 





Listen! 
i want to tell you some- 
thing---My Gladiolus price 
list now ready. 


M. F. WRIGHT, 
1906 Smith St., FORT WAYNE, IND. 





“THE AMERICAN BOTANIST” 


Is published for all whe are interested in the 
curious facts about our native wildflowers. 


$1.00 A YEAR. SAMPLE FREE. 


Willard N. Clute & Co., Joliet, Ill. 


We Grow Gladiolus Bulbs 


for the Wholesale Trade. 
Write for Catalog. 


Cushman GladiolusCo. 
Sylvania, Ohio 


Derby Gardens Gladiol 


List on soplicath jon, also Wholesale list 
or growers. 


John H. Umplty Lake View, N.Y. 



































H. E. Meader, (aladiolus Hybridist 


DOVER, N 
Winner i > - Pie Yor B Best Yellow Seed- 
ing Boston, 1914 
Offers extra cualty tested Gladiolus seed, selected 
adele? — anc —~ Bx large flowering varieties, 
. of 
I a pene owns 0 








deGroat & Stewart 


Growers of Choice Gladioli 


We specialize in the choice American and - 


French varieties. Catalogue on request. 


Bath, N.Y. 








Rynveld Brothers 


Wholesale Bulb-Growers and Exporters — 
Gladioli a specialty 


Lisse (Holland) 


New York address, 44 Whitehall St. 

















Time to Order 


If you don’t want to be disappointed 
by finding the choice varieties you 
want are all sold out, put in your 
order now. [I'll hold stock for you 
till spring. Better be sure of it! 


Badenia - - - $7.0 per Dee. 
Biue Jay - - 2.00 
Chicago White -_ - _ 
Electra - - a “* 
Empress of ~~ - BB * 
Europa - - - £&* 
Faust ht Filer Fm :.* 
Golden King : o 2 
Golden West - - es 
Hyde Park - - 10 “ 

Lily Lehmann - - xs“ 
Loveliness - im“ 
Mrs. F. Pendleton, Ir 1s “ 
Panama - - De 
War > * iw ie 

That's only part of my list. 

Raymond W. Swett 








Saxonville - - Mass. 
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Chamberlain & Company 
of Wellesley 
announce that their Gladiolus business and stock of 
bulbs have been purchased by the 
Breck-Robinson Nursery Company 
of Lexington, Mass. 

who have engaged Mr. Montague Chamberlain to take 

charge of their Gladiolus Department. 


Mr. Chamberiain solicits for the Nursery Company a continuation 
of the liberal patronage given to his firm. 


Send for Retail Catalog and Wholesale Price-List. 


il 3 =a) 






































Westerbeek & Klyin 
Sassenheim, Holland 


New York Address, 14 Stone Street 


Growers and Exporters of Leading Varieties and Noveities of 
Giadioli and Dabiias. 
Specialties — Badenia, Electra, Europa, Glory of Noordwyk, 


Liebesfeuer, Niagara, Panama, Pink Progression, Schwaben, 
War, Red Emperor, and many others. Latest introductions of 


PAEONY FLOWERED DAHLIAS. 


Write for catalog and special prices on Pianting Stock, to 


Westerbeck & Kiva, 14 Stone $t., Rew York 



































Bay a Hundred 
Midland Mixture 
$1.00 


These corms are field pick- 
ups and contain all of the 
varieties of Gladioli 
we grow. 


Gardens of Avon 


BOX 25 
Avon, lowa 


Write us for the catalog of Gladioli 
to be issued about January Ist. 














Before ordering your 


NAMED GLADIOLI, 
please ask our prices. 


We have 30 acres of Gla- 
dioli in cultivation, guar- 
antee extra fine stuff and 
deliver all true to name. 


OUR GLADS received 
OVER 50 PRIZES. 


A fine collection (25) coloured 
plates is sent with every trial 
order. 


STOCK IS LIMITED THIS 
YEAR. 


Ask for Prices and Catalogue now. 


K. VELTHUYS, 


“Meilust” Nurseries 
HILLEGOM - HOLLAND 




















P. HOPMAN & SONS 
‘HILLEGOM, HOLLAND 
Gladiolus Specialists 


Raisers and Introducers of Rare and Standard Varieties 
Price list with full description free on application 


Largest stockholders in Holland of War, Niagara, Pink 
Perfection, Yellow Hammer; large growers of Peace, 
Panama, Red Queen, Blue Jay, Meadowvale, Halley, 


Schwaben, Grand Violet, etc. 
size bulblets. 


Ist, 2nd and planting 



































The Wonderful New 
Gladiolus 


(Kunderdi Type) 


With Frilled or Ruffled 
Petals 


N ENTIRELY NEW RACE with the 
most distinct characteristics of any. 
Of unusual size and vigor of plant and 
flowers. A recombination of the best of 
ali other strains with certain species has 
resulted in the most beautiful of all Gla- 
dioli. Not only those with ruffied petals, 
but also the most magnificent of plain- 
petaled varieties, such as “Mrs. Frank 
Pendleton,” “Rajah,” “Ida Van,” “Gov. 
Hanley,” “Myrtle,” “Giant White;” “Mrs. 
W. E. Fryer,” “Challenger,” “Fire Rob- 
bon,” and many others of the finest gla- 
dioli grown today. 

A magnificent new strain of Primulinus 
Hybrids (with both the ruffled and plain 
petals), has also been developed by us from 
the above race. These come in every con- 
ceivable shade of yellow, orange, saffron 
and pastel tints. Thousands of new var- 
ieties of most beautiful forms and colorings, 
= be found oe else in the world. 

te caly now races of gladioli ever pro- 

oaul't in the be States,the only really Ameri- 

can strain an: most beautiful of all. e fore- 
most horticulturists pre pronounce them “‘an 

ap aa aS 

vi ein 
Dedia of Horticulture, and and Luther Burbank, “the 
plant wierd, ‘The Ruffled Gladiolus like 

the Ruffiled Sweet 1 Pea has a a appearance 
which the common fiat ones do not possess.” 

aa lifetime has been devoted to the development 

is wonderful gladiolus, and it shall be my con- 
Stent endeavor to each succeeding year offer 4 
ditionai new varieties, equally distinct and beauti 
-_ = meet the requirements of the most progressive and discriminating lovers of the 
4 us. 


Our large, well illustrated catalog, giving a lony list of our recent productions (many 
of them now offered for the first time) is free for the asking. Send for a copy even if 
you do not intend to order, as it contains the best of cultural notes and other valuable 


information. 
Address the Originator 


A. E. KUNDERD, 
Goshen, - - - Indiana | 




































GOLDEN KING 


amr re pep aS 
was given an award of merit by the National 
Gladiolus Society of England July 29th, 1913 

and a First Class Certificate in 1914 


Price of Golden King has been reduced so as to put it within the reach 
of all growers. Retail price 10c. each, $1.00 per doz. 


















Send for our new retail list describing nearly 200 of 
the better old and new varieties. All of our 
own growing at fair prices. 


We also have a wholesale list for those who buy in large 
quantities, as Seedsmen, Florists, Market Gardeners, 
Nurserymen and Professional Gladiolus Growers. 


G. D. BLACK, - Independence, lowa 














Eventually Most People Know 


wnt that | grow and sell the 
ou epend on F- 
: * Best Gladioli 


ao 
and that my prices are low. Be- 


. sides the well known good sorts I 
for superior keep up with the times and have 
the new sorts 


Gladioli | | __Pink Perfection 


Goliath, Schwaben, Mrs. 
then it will be better G. W. Moulton, Mrs. 


Fryer, &c. 
for you and us. 
Trial box of 50 selected flowering 


size for 50 cents. 


=e | JOHNLEWISCHILDSInc. | | o.. ¢ wooaruss 
Flowerfield, Long Island, N.Y. Independence - - Iowa 
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Original strain as exhibited at 
Panama- Pacific International 
Exposition, San Francisco, 


Write for booklet. We offer 





METZNER FLORAL COMPANY, 


TTT TTT TUTTI ULLAL LULL LULA LALA LL LU LULL LALA LL LL LLL 








Mammoth Gladioli 


Metzner Floral Co.’s 


awarded 


The Grand Prize 


for 
Seedling Gladioli 


for sale only hybrids of 
our own production. 


Mountain View, Calif. 





Gladioli F 
Twenty-five years in the work. Test- 
ing Novelties, Pollenating by hand 
and production of New Seedlings are 
Specialties here. Among the varie- 
ties originated here, and now widely 

known, are the following : 
America Orient 
Klondyke Rose Queen 
Victory Golden Queen Beacon-Fire 
Ophir  Delicatissima Ashes of Roses 
I offer all of the above and many others, 
including Golden Measure, th 


new English Yellow, and many other 
novelties. Send for catalogue. 


WILBUR A. CHRISTY, Prop. 


Secretary-Treasurer Glad. Soc. of Shio 


315 N. Tod Ave., 














Bidwell § Fobes 


Growers of American 


Grown Gladiolus 


Bulbs. 


Bulbs of Quality. 


Kinsman - 










































GLADIOLI 


A few of those extra forcers left, at a 
discount now to close them out. 


Planting stock of the most useful commercial 
varieties which you are sure to need. Write 
for prices, also list describing our 


New Varieties 


Evelyn Kirtland, Gretchen Zang, Herada, Wamba, Cardisun, 
Bertrex, Rose Welis, Candidum, Easter Bells and 
Bluvista. Booking orders now for 1917. 


Still have a limited stock to sell of Herada and Wamba, place your order 


“ A.H. AUSTIN CO., 


Portage County WAYLAND, OHIO 








HAZEL HARVEY Bloom, medium large, tube curved, stout, long. Seg- 


ments unequal, connivent; the upper horizontal and 
broad, the lower reflexed and narrower. Stamen filaments reddish. Anthers violet. Color car- 
mine-red, throat amb:zr-white. pencilled carmine-purple. A good, compact bloom of good, clear 
color and good’substance. Mid-to-medium late season. Spike tall, erect and a free bloomer on 
both main stem and branches. A vigorous grower and well furnished with broad leaves. 
Corms, medium large, “increases by division.”’ Cormels prolific. (Am. Glad. Soc. description). 


Large bulbs, postpaid, 25c. each, $2 per dozen. 
Munsell & Harvey, Growers of Gadel, - Ashtabula, O. 














| The Garden Magazine 


| If you. are growing flowers or vegetables for pleasure or profit 

The Garden Magazine will be of service to you. If you are 

not now a reader, or if you do not know The Garden Magazine, 

a we will gladly send a sample copy o£ the current issue. Mention The 
Modern Gladiolus Grower, and address 


The Garden Magazine Garden City, N.Y. 














I have more than 50 
varieties of Gladioli to 
offer. These include 
the standard varieties 
and my specialties. 


Send for Wholesale or Retail List. 


E. E. STEWART 
Brooklyn - - 





Grower of 
‘Selected Varieties of 


GLADIOLI 


Irrigation grown and strongest and best for forcing or cut flowers 


Send Business Card for Wholesale List now ready. 


moe 


Wheatridge, Denver, Colo. 
9 ver, Colo 


: 
] 























Gladioli--- 


to our American Friends 


Are you interested in growing the newest and best marked va- 
rieties of the Gladiolus? 


Now is the time to order them, and before placing any orders please 
write for our new list which we have now completed. We are sure 
same will interest you, as we have not spared any time nor trouble 
to select the best and newer varieties. Our friends will be well 
pleased in favoring us with a trial order. Our main catalogue of 
othe: things such as Hyacinths, Tulips, Narcissi, Shrubs and 
Plants, of which we grow large stocks will be ready soon, and will 
be sent free on application. 


C. KEUR & SONS 


Hillegom - - - Holland 
American Branch, 8-10 Bridge St., New York 






























A Winning 
Crid==- 


National Mixture 


Red—White—Blue 








War-==-The best dark red. 
1 Sc each. 


Pink Perfection == The 
beautiful Enchantress pink. 


15c each. 


Schwaben--The great yel- 
25c each. 


For a dozen multiply 1 x 10. 


Don’t you want my nice little book 
just off the press ? 


Joe Coleman 
Grower 


Lexington - - - Obio 








All shades of above in a grand 
mixture including many named 
varieties. Recommended for bed- 
ding and general garden planting. 


&Oc. per dozen, postpaid. 
$2 per 100 by express. 


Primulinus Hybrids 
Very povsier. Try them. They are 
crossed with Glory, many show ruffles, 
all shades of orange, yellow and red 

with large blossoms. 

Small Bulbs $1 per 100 

postfree. 


This size will bloom freely. 


Clark W. Brown 
Ashland - - - - Mass. 






































CLEAR EYE 


PINK PROGRESSION 


Flowers from bulblets planted April 


Flowers from bulblets planted April 
1, 1915. Cut August 15, 1915. 


13, 1915. Cut July 28, 1915. 





Our illustrated catalogue of Gladioli is 
now ready. Drop acard and ask at once 

*1| for a copy which will be mailed direct 
after receipt of application. It contains 
ninety of tie newest and best standard 
varieties. Don’t order before you have 
seen our prices for the autumn of 1915 

and spring of 1916. 


Announcement: 


We have sold to Messrs. L. Van Leewen, Bulb Exporters and Growers, 
Sassenheim, HolZand, one half of the stock of the beautiful variety 
“Clear Eye.” This is the sole firm beside ourselves in Holland, who is 
able to supply *“*Clear Eye”’ to the trade. 


Firma P. Vos Mz 


Sassenheim, jAolland 









































KATHRYN FRYER Sunnyside 


Dark velvety maroon, a little 


lighter in the throat. I have - 
been testing the darkest va Gladiolus Gardens 


rieties I could procure for a 


—— of years, jae have seen 
no er variety t compares 
with it in color. L. Merton Gage 
$1.00 each, stock limited. Proprieter 
OHTA the Wonderful Raspberry Natick, Massachusetts 
Bright red, good Kens 5 —_ ro, 
size, very productive CMe! 
Descriptive catalog now ready. 
without winter protection. A true and comprehensive de- 
saat ae oe Prot scription of each variety, with 
E. Hansen *s best of 15,000 seedlings. the name of the originator. 


Both wholesale and retail, You need this catalog. Free 
write for catalog to all. 


Willis E. Fryer 


Mantorville - - Minn. 


Catalogue Trade 


5 Besides a full general line of Gladioli suitable for 

es - mail order trade, we ca General High Grade 
Mixtures, Special Color Mixtures, and the follow- 
ing notable named kinds, at present very -popu- 
lar with amateurs— 


Chas. L. Hutchinson, Chicago Salmon, 
Mrs. W. S. Brewster, Mary Blackman, 
Princeps, Margaret, Chicago White, 
Mrs. Francis King, Ruffled Glory, 
Augusta. Primulinus “Sunbeam” 


REMEMBER we can supply strictly first size bulbs for counter 
trade and, where wanted, medium sized bulbs for mail trade. 


Vaughan’s Seed Store 


CHICAGO, 31-33 W. Randolph St. NEW YORK, 43 Barclay St. 
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ORDER NOW 


Bg ye SALES during the winter have greatly reduced my stock. 
By April many choice varieties will be sold out, and customers who 
wand till, ting time are likely to meet with disappointments. Write 

no money but select the bulbs you want and I will hold 
pw till April 1st at present prices. 


Price List for 1916 
Doz. 100 


Mrs. Francis King .... $ .40 $ 2.00 
Mrs. Frank Pendleton 1.50 
Mrs. W. E. Fryer ---- = 


TE 
White Sviseinies No. 10 


1.00 
One Bulb for one-tenth the dozen price, 25 or more at 100 rate. 
Less than 25 bulbs at dozen rate will be sent by parceis post. 
25 or more at 100 rate, will be sent by express coliect. 


Mrs. Frank Pendleton 


Wholesale prices advanced January ist 25 to 30 per cent. Limited quantity 
~ of No. 1 and smaller sizes to offer to growers if ordered at once. 


America 
Write for prices on selected bulbs for forcing and No. 1 and No. 2 for cata- 
_ log trade. Large stock of fine blooming size bulbs for cut flowers. 


Prices very low. State how many you can use. 


Address all orders to 


Brookland Gardens 


Ss. E. Spencer, Proprietor 
Lexington Street 
Woburn - - - 


























